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START-UP VISA
Duration: 2 years
Suitable for: people who want to set up an
innovative business in the UK

Visa cannot be extended, but can switch to an
Innovator visa 
Can bring dependents
Does not lead to UK settlement
You can: start your business and also carry
out other works to maintain your living

Requirements

WorkPermitCloud 

3+ weeks if applying from outside the UK
8+ weeks if applying from inside the UK

Cost

must be 18 years old or
above
meet the English language
requirement CEFR B2 level
(equivalent to IELTS 5.5 in
reading, writing, listening
and speaking)
your business or business
idea has been endorsed by
an approved endorsing
body
your business needs to be
unique - different from any
existing business in the
market; innovative - it must
be your original idea; viable
- it needs to have a growth
potential
have enough savings to
support you living in the UK

Processing time

Application Fee 
£378 (outside the UK)

£508 (in the UK)

Healthcare surcharge £624 per year 

https://www.gov.uk/start-up-visa/knowledge-of-english
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/endorsing-bodies-innovator


Endorsement for a
Start-up visa 

You must have your business idea
supported by a UK endorsing body
that has evaluated it for creativity,
feasibility, scalability and is satisfied
that you spend most of your working
time in the UK on growing your
business venture. 
Your endorsement letter should be
sent out no later than three months
before your visa application is due. 
Any business activities in the UK
listed in your application must be
something you truly want to do and
are capable of doing.

HOW CAN WPC HELP WITH
SECURING A START-UP VISA
ENDORSEMENT? 

Our Immigration consultants can
advise you on the most appropriate
endorsing bodies for your application. 

WorkPermitCloud is also a trusted
introducer to a number of endorsing
bodies, ensuring that our client's
applications are processed quickly
and efficiently.

Innovation: You have a real,
unique company idea that
addresses new or existing
market demands and/or gives
you a competitive edge.
Viability: You have the ability or
you are actively developing the
needed skills, expertise,
experience, and market
awareness to manage the
business successfully.
Scalability: Your business plan
has the ability to create jobs and
expand into new areas across
the country.
The endorsing body will also
want to know that you'll be
spending most of your working
time in the UK on your new
company.

An approved  endorsing body must
be satisfied that your business plan
satisfies all of the following
requirements in order for it to be
endorsed:



F AQ s

Your business plan can be
in any industry, as long as it
is sufficiently innovative,
viable and scalable.
Applicants can also
develop other businesses
as well as their main
business idea.

Are there any restrictions
on the type of business I
can set up? 

What is the role of the
endorsing body once I
have my Start-up visa? 

Where can I find out more
about the Start-up visa
endorsing bodies? 

You'll need to keep in touch
with your endorsing body
once your application is
approved, with checkpoints
at 6, 12 and 24 months. 

The endorsing body must
be satisfied that you are
still working on your
business endeavour and
have made fair progress
toward your original or new
company idea.

If this is not the case, your
endorsement may be
revoked and your visa may
be rescinded.

A list of endorsing bodies
for Innovator Visa
Applications has been
published by the Home
Office. You can find it on
www.gov.uk/innovator-visa



POINTS SCORE
REQUIREMENTS 

You must score a total of 70 points in order to be granted permission for a Start-up Visa. 

Points are awarded for: 

Requirement

Business is innovative, viable and
scalable 

You have not previously established
a business in the UK 

English Language at level B2 

Financial requirement 

Total required 

25

25

10

10

70

Points 



Graduate students for Start-up Visa

Miss M just graduated from UCL. She has
obtained her master's degree. While she was
doing her degree, she discovered an innovative
business idea that would work perfectly in the UK
market.  Even though she did not have previous
business experience in the UK, her idea was very
innovative. She spoke to the university about it,
and the university told her there's a Start-up Visa
scheme.

If she met all the requirements then she could
apply. She then developed a business plan with a
combination of high-tech and sustainability. She
proved the idea was new, innovative and viable.
The University assessed her business plan and
issued her a corresponding letter of certification.
She applied for a Start-up Visa through her
University. UCL is a recognised endorsing body,
she has met all the requirements and was
granted a Start-up Visa. 

Case
Study



Contact
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At WorkPermitCloud, we have a dedicated team to assist you in your
visa application process. We also offer professional immigration
advice regulated by the Office of the Immigration Services
Commissioner (OISC). Our Founder and Managing Director Md
Lutfur Rahman (FCILEx) has more than 20 years of experience in
immigration services.

We offer:

How can we help

Dedicated support from an immigration advisor

Accurately identify the type of visa application

Documentation support and necessary amendments

Completing visa application form(s)

Review your application bundle ready for submission to the

Home Office

Submit your visa application to the Home Office

Act as your agent for all correspondence with the Home Office,

up to and including receipt of the decision on your visa

application

Provide professional advice throughout the process of preparing

your visa application, by letter, email, telephone or in-person as

required

Provide professional advice for the next steps once you have

received a decision on your visa application

Home Office fees forecast

https://www.workpermitcloud.co.uk/
https://www.workpermitcloud.co.uk/contact
https://www.workpermitcloud.co.uk/contact
https://www.linkedin.com/in/md-lutfur-rahman-fcilex-757b4527/


OUR COMMITMENTS TO
OUR CLIENTS INCLUDE: 

OUR FEES 

Direct contact with immigration
advisors who are professionals
in their field 
Expertise in immigration law and
procedure
Legal advise that is both honest
and impartial 
Professional and trustworthy
service with rapid response
times 
Give immigration options that
are both practical and cost-
effective 
Positive client feedback and a
track record of success

We provide a variety of cost
structures to our clients. Our
customers have the option of
paying an all-inclusive set service
price, an hourly rate, or costs
based on a quotation.



Cloud based solution
for all your
Immigration needs
WorkPermitCloud Limited
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